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BEFORE THE FAIR POLITICAL PFACTICES COIWISSION 

In the Matter of: 

Opln~on requested hy: NO. 7s-190 
Senator John A. Xe~edly ; April S, 1976 
state Of callforn1.3 ) 

BY THE CON~.~ISSIOIl: We have been asked i-he follcwulg 
question by State Senator John A. Neledly: 

Senator Ne]edly 1s president of the Contra Costa 
Youth Assoclatlon, a nozl-profIt orgzn1zat1on. The Assocla- 
tion receives donations In cowl, camp~~~g cqulpment and other 
essenLlals from a variety of sources. All c?onatLons are ta:: 
deductlhle. As president of the Assoclatlon, Senator Xe.]edl\ 
.sollcltT donations of food and other necessltles fron Inembers 
of the general public. In add~t~on, he has, on occazlon, 
assisted oLher groups lnclud1ng the John Kulr Hospital, 
SouthsIde Center, Social Advocates for Youth ar,d Boy Scouts 
by requcsk~ng donations of money, food or !fhatel,vzr 1s nseded. 
Because of these actlvlt1cs, Senator Ke)edly has asked: 

Does a rrember of the Leqlslaturc !vho s@lJclts contra- 
buttons for a non-proflL organlzatlon vIolate any provlslon 
of the PolItIcal Reform Act or incur any xeportlng obllgatlons 
under the Act? 

CONCLU5IOiq 

Sollcltlng contrlbutlons for the Co>ntr& Costa Youth 
Assoc~atlon or other non-profit organlzatlons is not prohlblted 
by the Pol1tlcal Reform Act. Moreover, a member of the Legls- 
lature does not =ncur any reporting obllqatlons by virtue of 
such actlvltles. 

ANALYSIS 

Thf2 po1i> 
~cal Reform Act, Government Code Sections 

6looo-r et seq.,- (hereInafter referred to as the "Act"), 
-- 

3 *- 

L.1 All statutory references are to the Government 
Code unless otherwIse noted. 
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requires legislators to disclose certain informatIon concern- 
ing their income, ~ncludjncj the \Talue and source of any gift 
worth $25-00 or more- section 872@7(a)(l). In addltlon, 
leg]slators arc prohlbltcd from knowingly rccelv=z,c~ a gift 
or gift-s from a 1obbylsL 1f the tot<11 value of the glEt or 
gift? 1s more thds $10.00 ln any one calendar month. SectIon 
f?6204. Th? re;)ortlng requirement a d pro~~~b~t~on, norzever, 
apply only to glfLs that are made to the legislator and clear- 
ly are not applicable to the lnstal)L sltuatlon. 

As presldcnt of the Contra Costa >outh Assoclatlon, 
Senator Ne]edly makes appeals for mcneJ~, goods and services 
to be ui-lllzed by the Assoclatlon. ThCSP nc$c C5SlLl es are 
given to i-he Assoclatlon, not to Senator Ne]cdly. Accordingly, 
the donations acrlerated b; the Senator's sollcltatlons al-e 
g,ftq Lo the >ssoclatlc>n, not to the Senator-.?I Thec,rc dona- 
tl"ns, th?ref@l-c, are not reportable by the Senator n~?r are 
they prohibited of the donol- 1s a lobb-;lst or ,f a lobhylst 
acts as an agent or lntermedlary or arranges for the makIng 
oi a do~~~t1on.Zfl' 

Approved by the Commission on April 8, 197G. con- 
curr> ng : Cal-pcntcr, Lapan, Quinn and LouensLeln. commlssloneL- 
Brosnahw was absent. 

f, 

Chairman 

?I EJrev1ously, we have consldersd the elements essen- 
teal to a glfL of personal property. (1) donor's lntient; (2) 
dellvery; and (3) donee's acceptance. See oplnlon requested 
by Scn-Ator Vevton R. Russell, 
oit. 1, 197s). 
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Altho uqh These requLslte elements could be 

present If an organlzaclon acted is an agent of the Senator, 
they are not prebent. based on the facts pro.Jlded In khls case. 

3/ - Although a lobbyist may make glits Lo the Assocla- 
t1on, a 1obbyLst 1s ~~roh~h~tcd from doing "anythIng with the 
purpose of placing any elect-ed state officer . . . under personal 

,.obllgatlon to him or to his employer." Sec.t1on 86205(a). 
Consequently, a lobbyist 1s prohlblted from making a gift to 
the Association ln order to ob+-dln influence 1~1th Senator 
Ne]edly. 


